
OSP works diligently with faculty to create and submit grant proposals effective both regionally and 
across multiple disciplines.  Several cross-discipline faculty teams and area partnerships have been 

formed.  The results have been outstanding, both in proposal development and submission.   
We bring ideas and people together for the good of UWA! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
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Programs S 

The Tavern on the UWA Loop 
 

NEWS FLASH!   
Stephanie Hyche joins Sponsored Programs as Grant Writer! 

 
The STEM STARS 
Faculty members from Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Teacher Education participated in the STEM 
STARS Professional Development Program, 2010-2011.  Members participated in workshops conducted by 
Dr. Gypsy Abbott, professor at University of Alabama-Birmingham, and Dr. Randy Smith, professor at the 
University of Alabama.  Specialized teams developed the National Science Foundation grant applications: 
Robert Noyce Scholars Program  
    Brian Burnes, Laurie Fowler, Elizabeth Hohn, B.J. Kimbrough, Kathryn Chandler 
TUES: Transforming Undergraduate Education in STEM 
    Lee Thomas, Jeffery Merida, Roger Campbell, Hazel Truelove, Richard Day, Venkat Sharma 
               GREAT JOB, STARS!! 
 

2010 - 2011 SUCCESSES 
College Goal Sunday Program 

Martha Hocutt, Division of Online Programs; Don Rainer, Financial Aid 
PBI Formula Grant 2011 

COE, NSM, Black Belt Interpretive Center, Counseling Services for Online Programs, OSP 
Jody Winship, Jeffery Merida, Ashley Dumas, Ann Hollingsworth, Debbie Baker-Dean, Rodney Granec 

PBI Formula Grant 2010 
College of Education, Division of Nursing, Counseling Services, Online Programs, OSP 
Kathryn Chandler, Marsha Cannon, Ann Hollingsworth, Martha Hocutt, Rodney Granec 

UWA SHIELD: Emergency Preparedness 
College of Business, Campus Police 

 Adrian Doss, Jeffery Manuel, Alaquippa Allen 
 

BUILDING CAPACITY THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS 
NSM & Pennsylvania State University 

     Ketia Shumaker 
UWA & City of Livingston 

     Tom Tartt & Tina Jones, Educational Outreach  
Educational Outreach & Shelton State Community College 

     Tina Jones, Division of Educational Outreach 
DHEC & Shelton State Community College 

     Angelia Mance, DHEC & Billy McFarland, CBES 
UWA & Sumter County Schools:  AL Strategic Alliance for Health 

     Natasha Satcher, Graeme Orr 
Small Business Development Center & University of Alabama 
     Kenneth Walker & Donald Mills, Division of Outreach Services 

 

Ask about  
SPIN & SMARTS! 
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NEWLY FUNDED GRANT AWARDS 

Disaster Relief For Postsecondary Education 
Provides up to $1,000 reimbursement to students affected by recent tornadoes.  
      USA Funds      $15,000      D. Rainer: Financial Aid 
 
VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Program      
Award provides free income tax assistance to students and members of the community. 
     Impact Alabama     $4,056     S. Stipe, College of Business 

Plant a Tree in Alabama   
Funds go toward purchase of trees for Black Belt Garden.  
     Alabama Power Company     $800     S. Liverman, Division of Educational Outreach 

Documenting History through Churches    
Award to purchase scanner for the electronic recording of historical documents found in local churches. 
     Alabama Department of Archives and History     $2,000     S. Limerick, Julia Tutwiler Library 

Gulf of Mexico Salt Marsh      
Funds for assessing the manner in which salt marsh communities respond to the impact of oil spills. 
     Marine Environmental Sciences Consortium     $45,310     L. Stanton, Natural Sciences & Mathematics 

Alabama Labor Archives & History 2010  
Processing documents in AFL-CIO archives to make them accessible to researchers. 
     Shelton State Community College     $200,000     T. Jones, Division of Educational Outreach 

Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment of Factory Creek  
Funds for establishing the Water Shed Research Laboratory at the Alfa Hall for research purposes. 
     Sumter County Soil & Water Conservation     $7,000     B. Burnes, Natural Sciences & Mathematics 

Get Onside Soccer Program      
A program promoting active lifestyles & good nutrition and education for middle school students.  
     Alabama Strategic Alliance for Health     $3,000     G. Orr, Athletic Department 

Comparative Genomics of Environmental Stress Responses 
UWA/Penn State collaboration bringing together expertise in tree breeding, genomics and bioinformatics to 
produce both genomic and genetic resources. 
     National Science Foundation     $120,577     K. Shumaker, Natural Sciences & Mathematics 

College Goal Sunday Program        
Funds sponsor events increasing the number of college applicants in the surrounding area who complete a 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 
     Alabama State Department of Education    $29,997    M. Hocutt, Online Programs/D. Rainer, Financial Aid 

 

CONGRATULATIONS DR. SHARMA!!! 
 
Dr. Venkat Sharma, Dean of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, recently attended the two-week Institute for 
Management and Leadership in Education at Harvard University.  The Institute helps leaders in higher education 
determine how well-positioned their institution is to meet current and future challenges and better prepares them to 
lead organizational change.  One of the more important aspects was learning to understand the institutional 
mission and culture are critical to future success.  Dr. Sharma reported that the Institute was extremely helpful in 
identifying ways to become a more effective leader.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.website.com 
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GRANT SUCCESS STORIES 

BUILDING THE EDUCATIONAL STRATEGY OF TOMORROW: THE BEST PROGRAM    
Martha Hocutt, Katherine Chandler, Mason Bonner and the College of Education 

 
 The BEST Program has strengthened UWA’s capacity to address the following needs: (1) the quality of education 
provided Black students at the elementary and secondary level; (2) the need to encourage Black students to enter teacher 
education; (3) the need to provide a program to prepare students to become master teachers. 
  Mason Bonner, the BEST project director, stated his favorite part of the program is working with students and 
watching how they grow with each activity. This grant is approaching its finale, and as their last assignment, Mr. Bonner has 
assigned each BEST Fellow a student mentee and a reflective writing assignment. The Fellows all seemed excited to act as 
mentors and help younger students overcome barriers they have faced.    

 
BEST Scholar Ruby Scott reads to children at the UWA Campus School. 

The COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY PROGRAM, submitted by Don Rainer and Martha Hocutt to the Alabama State 
Department of Education was funded for $29,999.  They were assisted in its implementation by staff of Online Programs and 
Financial Aid, and students in the BEST Program, VITA Program, and UWA Ambassadors.  The first session proved successful 
and received the following email correspondence from the Alabama State Department of Education Site Coordinator Ms. 
Willieta Conner: 
 

I just want to commend you all for a great job with the Financial Aid Seminar/Activity.  Your staff and students  were 
very committed in assisting all participants.  Your motivational speaker was very interesting and encouraging to all.  
That was a great idea to have him speak to the students, parents, and administrators.  I did share that with the other 
grantees, so they can do the same type activities in planning their seminars and workshops.  I was very impressed  
                                                                        with the hospitality and (warm spirit) of faculty, staff and students at  
                                                                        UWA.  As, I was leaving the library, approaching the door, a polite  
                                                                        young man raced by me to get the door.  I said “Thank you so much”. 
                                                                        That really touched my heart to see the values and mores  
                                                                       exhibited/instilled in your students.  That type of behavior is what 
                                                                       attracts other students to your campus. My experience on your campus 
                                                                       was very positive.  I have visited many college campuses in Alabama.  I 
                                                                       want to commend you all for the work you do in preparing the students in 
                                                                       Alabama to be successful.  The campus tour, college fair, and 
                                                                       FAFSA/Financial Aid sessions were very informative.  I spoke with two  
                                                                      of your students (seniors) and they both spoke very highly of their 
                                                                      educational experience at UWA.  The student/parent attendance was 
                                                                      great.  It was a pleasure to meet you and your staff during my visit.  I look  
                                                                      forward to seeing you all again soon. 

 
 

 

Verdie Coleman, a BEST Fellow, spoke about his sadness that the 
program will be ending soon. Originally, Mr. Coleman was to attend 
West Point Military Academy, but because of a sudden injury, was 
not able to go. The following week he received an offer to participate 
in the BEST Program and decided to apply. He says the program has 
been a wonderful experience and taught him a great deal about 
himself and others, including how to make connections with people 
and helping them with their problems.  Verdie feels exposure to the 
program helped him relate to mentees and younger students.  He 
stated he has met many people and added to his potential to succeed. 
Due to the BEST Program and his fellow cohorts, he has the 
confidence to go forward and make the  best of every opportunity he 
is given.   

Students attending the college fair in the gym during 
CACG Seminar/workshop. 



 

COPS METHAMPHETAMINE PROGRAM  
Mark Davis, College of Liberal Arts and Jeff Manuel, University Police 

 
The COPS Meth program allowed UWA to host three classes for rural law  
enforcement officers to better equip themselves to identify methamphetamine  
users and production laboratories in homes.  Approximately 130 officers have  
attended these training sessions.  Additionally it allows UWA to offer a class to  
members of the community and campus on early identification of meth and the  
psychological effects and risk factors/warning signs for potential users.  Several  
officers reported the training was invaluable to them because it was available  
at no cost in a central location.  Training and seminars related to drugs are usually 
 costly and hard to find in such rural areas.  Consequently, after the classes  
started, two meth houses in our area were busted.  

 

GRANT SUCCESS STORIES 
 

PBI FORMULA GRANT    
K. Chandler, M. Hocutt, A. Hollingsworth, D. Carlisle, R. Granec 

 
The PBI Formula Grant was submitted to the U.S. Department of Education on behalf of the 
College of Education, Division of Online Programs, Division of Nursing, Counseling 
Services, and Sponsored Programs.  The grant of $250,000 was awarded to UWA for 
educational enhancements, online student assistance and funds management.  The Ira D. 
Pruitt School of Nursing has created an up-to-date simulation laboratory with advanced 
technology and Sim Man to train students for real-world healthcare.   
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CENTER FOR CIVIC EDUCATION 
Louis Smith of the College of Education is currently working on two grants funded by the U.S. Department of Education.   
We the People: Project Citizen is a curricular program for middle, secondary, and post-secondary students, youth 
organizations, and adult groups that promotes competent and responsible participation in local and state government. The 
program helps participants learn how to monitor and influence public policy. In the process, they develop support for 
democratic values and principles, tolerance, and feelings of political efficacy.    

Online Student Counseling Services has been established to assist the continuously growing on-line 
enrollment.  This service strengthens the capacity of UWA to offer support through online chat 
counseling and one-on-one online counseling.  The College of Education began renovations of the Early 
Childhood Education Classrooms and Curriculum Library, while the UWA Campus School renovated 
and updated their facilities. Plans to upgrade security on its entrances and exits via electronic card swipe 
and security cameras will soon be completed.  The request for funds to strengthen management  has 
enabled OSP to increase productivity and external funding by the faculty through Professional 
Development activities, such as attending National Science Foundation workshops and offering National 
Institutes of Health webinars on campus. 

Representative Democracy in America: Voices of the 
People is a national project designed to reinvigorate and 
educate Americans about the critical relationship between 
government and the people it serves. The project introduces 
citizens, particularly young people, to the representatives, 
institutions, and processes that serve to realize the goal of a 
government of, by, and for the people.  The program provides 
innovative educational materials for K-12 classrooms, 
conducts the Campaign to Promote Civic Education, and 
informs the general public about representative democracy 
through a variety of media.  



 

BRAGGING RIGHTS 
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES & UPWARD BOUND 
Every few years, Vicki Spruiell, Director of Student Success & TRIO Programs, submits proposals requesting funding 
for UWA first-generation college students.   The funding comes from the highly competitive TRIO Programs of the U.S. 
Department of Education.  The Student Support Services and Upward Bound programs fund approximately $587,000 
annually to help first-generation students succeed in college. Services covered by these programs include academic tutoring, 
advice and assistance in postsecondary course selection, assisting students with financial aid programs and scholarships.  
The SSS projects may also provide individualized counseling for personal, career, academic information and exposure to 
cultural events and academic programs, and mentoring programs.  

THE CAMPBELL HOUSE 
Restoration work continues on the structure known as the Campbell 
House, an early 20th century building moved to the UWA campus 
now residing beside the campus duck pond and neighboring another 
familiar relocated historic structure, the covered bridge.   When 
completed, the Campbell House will serve as an extension of the 
Center for the Study of the Black Belt's Black Belt Garden acting 
primarily as a facility for Environmental Outreach but also a working 
example and inspiration for historic preservation. 
 
RECREATIONAL TRAILS 
Thanks to a generous grant from ADECA, the University of West  
Alabama will soon see close to a mile of recreational trails added to  

 

 
the heart of its campus.  The trails, the majority of which will be located in the gully between Seldon Hall and the campus 
Green House, will provide the framework for the concurrent development of the Black Belt Garden, an ambitious project to 
establish the regions first native botanical garden.  The trails will eventually connect the western side of the Loop (by Wallace 
Hall) with the eastern side (Reed Hall), taking visitors through flower and vegetable gardens, forest trails, native prairie plots, 
fruit orchards, and past historic structures--in short, a brief tour of many of the Black Belt's natural treasures. 
                                                                                              Both projects undertaken by the Division of Educational Outreach. 
 

DIVISION OF EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 

Dr. Spruiell and UWA have enjoyed 32 years of successful participation in TRIO Programs! 
OSP applauds her commitment to acquiring and maintaining funding for  

programs including tutoring, counseling, and mentoring! 
 

 

This year Student Support Services supported UWA student Calvinere Bell in scholarship 
searches.  In her letter to the scholarship committee, Calvinere wrote, “Student Support 
Services provided me with free tutoring, access to a computer lab, seminars about 
college do’s and don’ts and even exposed me to educational experiences off-campus.  All 
of these have made me the successful student I am; I confidently say, with their help, I am 
reaching my full potential as a college student.  The program has supported me 
academically, as well as emotionally.  The emotional aspect is most heartrending.  The 
SSS staff and I have become like family.  Our relationships are incalculable, broadening 
my support network.” 
 



 

OSP sends out proposal notifications to each college on Wednesday afternoons, 
so keep your eyes on your email! 

 

PENDING PROPOSALS 
Proposals that have been submitted and are  

awaiting funding notification.  

PROJECT ENGAGE 
$199,871 

National Science Foundation 
J. Merida , R. Campbell, H. Truelove: NSM  

L. Thomas: COE / R. Day: COB 
 

CAMPUS SUICIDE PREVENTION PROGRAM 
$300,000  

Dept. of Health and Human Services 
D. Dean, A. Hollingsworth: SSS 

 
CAREER ENHANCEMENT IN RURAL ALABAMA 

$7,000,000  
Dept. of Labor 

B. McFarland: COB 
 

HEALTH CENTER PLANNING GRANT 
$80,000  

Dept. of Health and Human Services 
B. Harvard: OSP 

 
ROCK ‘N READ LITERACY PROGRAM 

$2,500  
Phi Kappa Phi National Headquarters 

J. Gregg: COB 
 

PBI GREAT MINDS 
$2,428,628  

U. S. Dept. of Education 
K. Chandler, E. King, A. Minear, L. Fowler,  

B.J. Kimbrough, R. Rogers, L. Thomas,  
D. Knight: COE 

 
SMALL BUSINESS ASSOCIATION GRANT 

$23,380  
Alabama Small Business Development 

D. Mills: Outreach Services 
 
 
 

BLACK BELT COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
$2,968 

Sumter County Historical Society 
A. Dumas, Educational Outreach 

 
VERNIER TECHNOLOGY GRANT 

$10,000 
Vernier Software & Technology 

R. Campbell, NSM 
 

GATEWAY TRAILS 
$78,100 

ALDOT/Alabama Black Belt Heritage Area 
S. Liverman, Educational Outreach 

 
SHAPE BAIT: REELING STUDENTS INTO 

GEOMETRY       
$150,000 

 Malone Foundation 
 D. Cleghorn: Educational Outreach 

 
MICROBIAL DIVERSITY OF OIL-IMPACTED 

GULF SALT MARSH         
$15,000 

Phylotech, Inc. 
B. Burnes: NSM 

 
SMALL BUSINESS JOBS ACT PROGRAM 

 $30,000  
AL Small Business Development Center  

D. Mills: Outreach Services 
 

GULF OF MEXICO SALT MARSH      
$2,500 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
L. Stanton: NSM 

 
NURSING EDUCATION EXPANSION OF 

TECHNOLOGY (NEXT)           
$752,845 

 Dept. of Health and Human Services 
M. Cannon / D. Carlisle: DON 
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COMING SOON!     PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  2011 – 2012 
 

COMMUNITY OF SCHOLARS 
Something New from OSP! This fall we are sponsoring a workshop designed to encourage faculty to write 

and publish! Dr. Tara Gray of New Mexico State University will lead the workshop!  
Talk to your Dean if you are interested in participating. Space is limited. 

DON’T MISS THE FINAL NIH WEBINAR! 
Tuesday, August 16th at Noon    

The NIH Application Review: Understanding This Process and Your Role 
Bring your lunch to the Tavern and learn tricks to working with NIH, OSP will provide drinks. 

Seating is limited. Call 3424 or email cgiles@uwa.edu to reserve your place. 
Sponsored by the OSP and College of Liberal Arts  

Visit our website at:  
http://sponsoredprograms.uwa.edu/ 
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Make National News! 
Did you know that UWA is a member of the American Association of State Colleges and Universities?  We are invited 

to share news of exciting programs, awards and honors with other members throughout the nation!   
Send  your achievements to cgiles@uwa.edu. 

 
 Have you or your students been on any humanitarian or academic field trips? 
 Have you or your students been nominated for any academic awards or honors? Publications? 
 Is there any exciting planned programs or events that you would like to publicize? 
 Are you involved in long-term ongoing relationships or programs with other institutions or agencies? 
 Have you received any grants or funding for activities? 

 
   American Association of State Colleges and Universities 

    
Dr. Becky Harvard 

Director 
652-5458 

Rodney Granec 
Associate Director 

652-5392 

Carmen Giles  
Grants Specialist 

652-3424 

Stephanie Hyche  
Grant Writer 

652-5459 

mailto:cgiles@uwa.edu
http://sponsoredprograms.uwa.edu/
mailto:cgiles@uwa.edu
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